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On Sept. 30, the University an-
nounced that it has received a 
$500,000 donation for the con-
struction of a new Center for 
Health Sciences from Puget Sound 
board of trustees member Carl 
Behnke and his wife Renee. 
The Center will be home to the 
undergraduate departments of 
exercise science and psychology, 
graduate programs in the School 
of Occupational Therapy and 
School of Physical Therapy and 
the interdisciplinary program in 
neuroscience.
Carl Behnke has served on the 
board of trustees since 1985 and 
has contributed financially to 
many campus projects, includ-
ing the refurbishment of Thomp-
son Hall and the construction of 
Harned Hall into the new com-
bined Science Center.
“I was inspired to contribute 
to the new Center for Health Sci-
ences…[because] it is an impor-
tant part of the vision of the cam-
pus and the health sciences are 
an important program at Puget 
Sound,” Behnke said. “Also, I have 
had two hip replacements and 
have had physical therapists that 
were trained at 
Puget Sound, 
so I know 
firsthand the 
importance of 
the work that 
will be done at 
the Center.”
The facility 
will be located 
on the north 
side of N. 11th 
Street, between Alder Street and 
Union Avenue. The University an-
ticipates groundbreaking will be-
gin in May 2010 with the build-
ing’s grand opening in September 
2011, although the timetable is 
subject to change.
In addition to bringing Puget 
Sound’s health fields under one 
roof, faculty will also provide ser-
vices for the 300 annual outpa-
tients currently referred to the 
University. 
With access to these new clinics, 
students will have the opportunity 
to put the skills they learn in the 
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Now entering its sixth year, President Ron Thomas’ 20-year Master Plan for 
the University continues to shape 
Puget Sound’s campus in visible 
ways. The plan has been Thom-
as’ brainchild since his arrival in 
2003.
“The master plan is meant to 
align with our strategic plan for 
the university—to enhance the ac-
ademic, co-curricular and residen-
tial life of students,” Thomas said. 
So far, the Master Plan has di-
rected the building of Harned 
Hall, the new Facilities Services 
compound behind the Fieldhouse 
and the renovation of Thompson 
Hall, to name a few.  The process 
is far from over, however, as any-
one who has seen the glass-en-
cased models in the library lobby 
can attest. 
“The Master Plan Task Force 
and the trustees identified a clear 
sequence of phases for implement-
ing the 20-year plan based upon 
need and anticipated fundraising 
schedules,” Thomas said. 
Next on the agenda is the con-
struction of the new Center for 
Health Sciences, which Thom-
as hopes will begin this year. The 
Center will be built across from 
the Memorial Fieldhouse on N. 
11th Street. 
“The undergraduate programs 
in psychology and exercise sci-
ence, among our largest, will be 
next to benefit in the construction 
of the Center for Health Sciences, 
along with the new neuroscience 
program. And then, of course, the 
OT and PT programs will have 
first-rate facilities at last for their 
clinics and research work, appro-
priate to the high regard in which 
these programs are held,” Thomas 
said. 
All of the projects identified in 
the Master Plan are dependent 
upon fundraising, and to date the 
projects have been completed on 
schedule. Funding comes almost 
entirely from donors, including 
alumni, trustees and foundations. 
By CHELSEA TSUCHIDA
International 
programs 
undergo 
changes
The International Programs De-
partment has instituted a new pol-
icy this year, requiring that any stu-
dent wishing to participate in a 
study abroad program must meet 
an application deadline of Feb. 15 in 
order to participate in the program 
the following academic year. The 
forms required include the Approv-
al to Apply form, an application for 
all programs, and separate applica-
tions for the Pac Rim program. 
“The changes were made so that 
students would be able to plan their 
study abroad ahead of time. Study 
abroad is expensive, so with an ear-
lier deadline, students can plan bet-
ter financially. They can also see 
how study abroad will fit into their 
majors and requirements,” Jannie 
Meisberger, Director of Internation-
al Programs, said. 
“The earlier deadline puts study 
abroad in the front of students’ 
minds, so they can plan accordingly. 
It also gives the professors, staff and 
athletic directors an idea of which 
students will or will not be at Puget 
Sound, and then they can schedule 
their concerts and performances,” 
Meisberger said.
The single application deadline 
will also allow specific schools and 
departments to decide needs in cur-
ricular and co-curricular programs 
for upcoming terms, which are gen-
erally determined by students’ skills 
and interests. All academic depart-
ments and programs will also have 
more accurate information con-
cerning enrollment when finalizing 
their class schedules. 
A large portion of students at 
Puget Sound will study abroad dur-
ing their academic career. Approx-
imately 140 sophomores attend-
ed the interest meeting, more than 
twice the expected turnout. The 
deadline changes were discussed at 
the meeting. 
For any student whose enrollment 
began during or before the 2008-09 
school year, there are two types of 
study abroad programs available: 
Puget Sound-Sponsored/Partner 
Programs and Approved Programs. 
For any student whose enrollment 
began in 2009 or 2010, there is only 
one type of study abroad program. 
By only having one type of program, 
students have a wider range of des-
tinations to choose from, and they 
can use their financial aid award up 
to their demonstrated need to pay 
for their fees. 
Summer program fees are differ-
ent. Students must pay the program 
fee plus a $500 administrative fee, 
and payment deadlines are the same 
as the deadlines for regular on-cam-
pus summer term study. 
After completing the initial in-
quiry form and obtaining a copy of 
see STUDY ABROAD page 2
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Construction: The current OT/PT facilities are due for an update.
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Residence relocates
seCurit y report
The following incidents occurred on campus during the last week and were 
reported to Security Services:
• A University vehicle parked near Trimble Hall and the Rotunda was hit 
by a late model 4-door silver Volvo. The driver of the Volvo fled the area 
without stopping or reporting the accident. The accident occurred at ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. on Oct. 8, 2009.  Please contact Security Services if 
you witnessed or have any information about the accident.
• Security staff responded to a complaint about suspected marijuana use in 
Regester Hall. A resident was contacted and admitting using marijuana in 
his room earlier in the evening. The student was referred to the University 
conduct process.
Crime Prevention Tips:
Please remember to secure your room at all times and do not leave personal 
property (backpacks, laptops, etc.) unattended on campus.  Always immedi-
ately report suspicious activity to Security Services. Following these simple 
rules can help prevent crime on campus.
Courtesy of Todd A. Badham, Director of Security Services
There is a new humanities-
themed house on Greek Row 
where Sigma Nu used to be. 
Once it became clear that Sig-
ma Nu would vacate the premis-
es for the 2009-10 academic year, 
the administration asked the Hu-
manities Program if it wanted to 
use the building as a center for the 
Humanities that would include 
the traditional freshman residen-
tial program, normally housed in 
Harrington, as well as a dozen up-
perclassmen. 
“The freshman Humanities ex-
perience of living together while 
taking the HUM 132 Scholarly and 
Creative Inquiry seminar has prov-
en to be a remarkably enduring 
source of camaraderie and identity 
for students over their four years 
at Puget Sound. The high degree 
of positive student feedback about 
the program over the past several 
years was a decisive factor in mov-
ing ahead with the House’s estab-
lishment,” said George Erving, 
Professor of Humanities and driv-
ing force behind the new Humani-
ties House.
The Humanities House cur-
rently holds sixteen freshmen and 
twelve upperclassmen, and nearly 
all have taken the freshman advis-
ing Humanities seminar. 
 “The Humanities House pro-
vides a stimulating and supportive 
atmosphere for students to devel-
op their understanding of how art, 
music, philosophy, religion and 
literature have historically com-
bined to reflect and create cultural 
values,” Erving said. 
There was an initial concern 
that freshmen living in the house 
might feel isolated. 
 “So far, I haven’t heard anyone 
complain of feeling isolated, but I 
have heard many remark that the 
House is a fun place to come home 
to. The upperclassmen have been 
really great in helping the fresh-
men adjust to college life,” Erving 
said. 
“My general sense is that this is 
a friendly and energetic group who 
values the opportunity of living in 
a community based on shared in-
tellectual interests and who looks 
forward to creating an environ-
ment where conversations about 
ideas can spill out of and into the 
classroom,” Erving said.   
h u m a n i t i e s  h o u s e
Logger Fun: (left) Students cheered 
on the football team on Saturday, Oct. 11; 
(Top) The Alumni Swim Meet provided poolside 
entertainment also on Oct. 11; (Bottom) The Blue 
Scholars autographed fans after performing in the WSC on 
Friday, Oct. 10. 
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By ABIGAIL ABRAHAM
The finances of Puget Sound are 
constantly monitored and evaluated, 
especially during the current finan-
cial climate of the United States. In or-
der to maintain this level of supervi-
sion, President Ron Thomas created 
the Budget Task Force to oversee the 
annual spending of organizations on 
campus.
The Budget Task Force consists of 
two faculty members, two staff, two 
students, the Vice President of Finance 
and the Academic Vice President.
“The goal of the Budget Task Force 
is to present a balanced budget to the 
president every year for approval,” Kris 
Bartanen, Academic Vice President, 
said.
The process through which a bal-
anced budget is produced is a year-
long process, beginning with hearings 
from the heads of various organiza-
tions about the funds that they need 
and wish to receive.
The  current  recession  has  caused 
financial reevaluation. “Organizations 
are asked what efforts they have made 
to reduce costs and reallocate funds in 
order to be more efficient and cost ef-
fective,” Bartanen said. 
After the hearings are complete, the 
Budget Task Force will give the Presi-
dent a suggested proposal that he will 
look over and then take to the Board of 
Trustees in the spring.
There is an open comment period 
from students before the proposal is 
sent to the Board. Bartanen said that 
the two biggest areas of spending are 
“student financial aid and compensa-
tion.”
Last year the Budget Task Force 
asked for a 10 percent increase in Stu-
dent Financial Aid. There was no com-
ment on the outcome of the request.
The school invests in the financial 
market, causing a “decline in endow-
ment value due to the stock market,” 
Bartanen said.
This means that the University is re-
ceiving less money annually due to the 
recession. 
Budget Task Force provides finance update
By RoB PEREZ
STUDY ABROAD
cONTINUED FROM PAgE 1
classroom into practical use.
Other special features of the fa-
cility will include an animal learn-
ing lab, a biochemistry wet lab, a 
motion analysis lab and a neurolo-
gy clinic.
To date, the University has re-
ceived $13.7 million in gift commit-
ments toward the facility’s $22 mil-
lion price tag. 
Seattle-based architect Bohlin 
Cywinski Jackson will design the 
facility. In keeping with the envi-
ronmentally friendly values of the 
University, the new center will be 
designed to meet the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) Silver Standards. 
“The campus is excited to expand 
in these areas of health and science 
that will become ever more impor-
tant as the baby boomers get old-
er…and people like psychologists, 
therapists, neuroscientists and ex-
ercise science professionals increas-
ingly pool their expertise to come 
up with new answers to old prob-
lems,” Media Relations Manager for 
the project Shirley Skeel said.  “It’s a 
fascinating time to be in the health 
sciences.”
their unofficial transcript, students 
meet with an advisor in Internation-
al Programs. Students must fill out 
the Approval to Study Abroad form 
so that the courses they select can 
be evaluated by the Registrar’s office 
before their departure. 
About 270 students study abroad 
each year, and the single deadline 
will help Student Financial Services, 
the Registrar and International Pro-
grams to take care of arrangements.
“The changes will allow all stu-
dents applying for study abroad an 
equal opportunity to the limited fi-
nancial aid and for the aid to be dis-
tributed evenly. It’ll make it easier 
because there will be only one dead-
line for all programs,” Meisberger 
said. 
“The economic conditions have 
had two different effects on our 
plans.  First, since our buildings are 
funded by donations, the economic 
crisis has had a bit of a chilling ef-
fect, slowing down larger gifts from 
all sources,” Thomas said. 
“At the same time, the slow-down 
in the construction industry has 
made prices much more competi-
tive, making it a very economical 
time to build. Together these two ef-
fects have kept us on schedule.”
Later phases of the plan hope to 
implement one of Thomas’ main 
goals of tying the North and South 
ends of campus together with new 
buildings and open spaces. Some of 
the main projects  include an expan-
sion to the Wheelock Student Cen-
ter, a new pool and improved athlet-
ic facilities.
The entire process is overseen by 
the Master Plan Task Force, a com-
mittee formed by Thomas that is 
composed of faculty, students, staff, 
alumni, trustees and local commu-
nity members. Three separate archi-
tectural and planning firms are be-
ing used. 
MASTER PLAN
cONTINUED FROM PAgE 1
“I have heard many remark 
that the house is a fun place 
to come home to.”
—George Erving
Move: The Humanities House is now located on Greek Row.
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Should we celebrate ra-
cial diversity? Should we cel-
ebrate cultural diversity? Are 
they the same thing?
Before we can answer these ques-
tions we need to investigate the mean-
ing of the concepts. 
Let’s start with race. Traditionally 
the term suggests a biological taxon-
omy of humans. We certainly can ob-
serve some physical differences among 
individuals that are related to the geo-
graphic region in which their ancestors 
evolved. There are, however, some well-
known problems with the biological 
meaning of race. 
First, it is difficult or perhaps im-
possible to establish genetic markers 
of race. Race is taken to be a categori-
cal variable thus we could only use the 
gradual differences in shades of skin 
color (or other aspects of appearance) 
by setting some arbitrary boundaries. 
This boundary-setting would produce 
some odd results: we would often find 
children who fell into a different cat-
egory from their parents (even if both 
parents were in the same arbitrary cat-
egory).
Second, the superficial differences 
are simply that. Important character-
istics like intelligence, honesty or altru-
ism don’t seem to have anything to do 
with the easily recognizable differences 
in appearance. 
Given the difficulties, few people 
believe in race as a biologically mean-
ingful concept. Race, however, has 
survived by taking on a cultural dimen-
sion, a seemingly stronger foundation. 
Yet this cultural approach also has se-
rious flaws.
The weakness is revealed once we 
examine the meaning of culture. Cul-
ture exists in our heads, individually 
and collectively. Culture is carried by 
our thoughts. It is true that some, or 
perhaps many, of those thoughts were 
put in our heads by those around us. 
Furthermore, we in turn socialize the 
next generation, for example, by teach-
ing our own children to speak in our 
tongue.
From a sociological perspective, cul-
ture has two broad components: the 
regulatory and the constitutive. The 
regulatory aspect of culture includes 
such things as values and norms. The 
constitutive side includes language and 
symbols and other shared cognitions. 
The regulatory tells us what we should 
do while the constitutive tells us what 
is.
As we move to the concrete level, it 
becomes very difficult to specify the 
distinct elements that would define any 
particular culture. As a consequence, 
the boundaries of a culture can also be 
very hard to find. 
We can refer to German-speaking 
people, but is everybody who speaks 
German part of that culture? German-
speakers, just like people everywhere, 
both agree and disagree with oth-
er German-speakers on many issues. 
Some are greedier, some more altruis-
tic. Some are sexists, some feminists. Is 
sharing the same language sufficient to 
be in the same culture? Do we need to 
also have the same religion? Or agree 
on certain political issues? 
Just as we probably won’t find dis-
tinct genes that uniquely define races, 
we probably won’t find distinct cultur-
al elements (norms, values, etc.) that 
we could link to race (which we would 
still need to define independently of 
culture). It is clearly not true that peo-
ple with similar shades of skin color all 
have similar beliefs any more than all 
people who speak German must agree 
with each other.
Even if we could somehow resolve 
these conceptual issues, and then sub-
sequently establish an empirical link 
between race and culture, we would 
still not reach the conclusion that we 
should celebrate diversity according 
to (now linked) race-as-culture. There 
is no reason to celebrate any culture, 
without knowing the particular traits 
under consideration. Most cultures 
have qualities many of us 
find objectionable – sex-
ism, homophobia and na-
tionalistic war-mongering, 
to name just a few. 
Furthermore, every group we might 
call a culture has internal disagree-
ments. When we celebrate a culture 
are we picking one side over the other 
– say, the position held by the majori-
ty? Or are we celebrating both positions 
– for example, support for and opposi-
tion to gay rights? Or are we celebrating 
the mere existence of disagreements?
So where do these questions and 
concerns leave the notion of race and 
diversity? First, race is hard to define, 
whether biologically or culturally. We 
may decide that after careful concep-
tual interrogation, nothing of value re-
mains in the term “race” and we should 
put it on the trash heap alongside the 
belief in caste. In any case, we cannot 
skirt the definitional issue by simply as-
serting race-as-culture.
Second, culture is not an unquali-
fied good. Labeling something as cul-
ture should not provoke an automatic 
response to celebrate. Every generation 
tries to socialize some pretty bad ideas 
into the next, and each of us as an in-
dividual is justified in taking a critical 
look at what is being pushed. We can 
certainly find good things in every cul-
ture, but the entire culture will have 
plenty of bad as well.  In other words, 
we shouldn’t use culture as an excuse 
from making our own tough decisions 
about values and norms.
By NoAH KAPLAN
We’ve all made mistakes. This 
no one would deny, and most of 
the time, those mistakes serve as 
necessary lessons in each of our 
constantly-changing worlds. Hu-
mans make mistakes; we do bad 
things, good things and certainly 
everything in between. 
But what if you did a bad thing, 
a really bad thing, and suddenly 
your ability to change was impos-
sible to realize? Not because you 
lacked the desire or capacity for 
its realization, but because no 
one thought you could. 
John Doe is 19 years old and 
does what 19-year-olds are known 
to do from time to time: some-
thing stupid. John Doe gropes 
one of his cousins. Rightfully 
confused and offended, she runs 
and finds the nearest police offi-
cer, who immediately takes Doe 
into custody. Doe pleads guilty 
for said crime and spends less 
than 70 days incarcerated. 
Twenty five years later, we see 
John Doe a new man. He has no 
subsequent arrests, a steady job 
for over 20 years and is married 
with children. What we also see is 
a new federal law passed by Con-
gress called SORNA, forcing all 
sex offenders to register as such. 
John makes further inquiry in the 
matter, realizing that his name 
will go on a lifetime registry. If 
John Doe is forced to register: his 
wife will leave him for fear of her 
safety over threats and assaults 
against these registered offend-
ers and their families, his land-
lord will evict him as the other 
residents will not take kindly to 
a registered sex offender living in 
their midst and he will be fired 
from his job. John will find him-
self homeless, jobless, divorced 
and alone. What exactly are we 
doing?
This is no hypothetical scenar-
io; John Doe filed complaint after 
complaint and eventually his case 
made it to the Supreme Court, 
who stated that he had no claim, 
and he would have to deal with 
the consequences of his mistake, 
sending him on his way. This is 
also no isolated incident; the reg-
istration of those who are broad-
ly defined as “sexual offenders” 
has proven to be a false comfort, 
a fabrication of its intentions, do-
ing much more harm than good.
I want it to be painfully clear 
that when I talk about this harm, 
I have little sympathy for rap-
ists, pedophiles, kidnappers and 
the like, but  all over the country, 
people are being registered who 
have committed crimes that — 
while sometimes awful — do not 
warrant the absolute annihilation 
of the rest of their lives. The def-
inition of these crimes has got-
ten increasingly broad to include 
things like pinching of the but-
tock, stealing female underwear, 
a photo developer failing to re-
port pornographic images, voy-
eurism and indecent exposure. 
Conviction of any one of these 
crimes may warrant registra-
tion for a minimum of 10 years 
in most states and potentially a 
lifetime. Sex offenses are blind 
to age; therefore a mistake made 
at 15, an age when mistakes are 
plentiful and change is inevitable, 
ruins a life before it begins. 
In registering as a sex offend-
er, the perpetrator must inform 
neighbors and places of work, 
and is unable to travel anywhere 
near pools, rec centers, schools, 
parks or other places where chil-
dren may gather. His or her infor-
mation, in its totality, is plastered 
on streetlights, broadcasted on 
news stations and posted on web-
sites, making reintegration into 
society nearly impossible. 
According to a study published 
by the Journal of Contemporary 
Criminal Justice, offenders leave 
incarceration to find disempow-
erment, shame, depression, anx-
iety and lack of social support, 
smothering any chance of rein-
tegration and supporting igno-
rance of any obtained rehabilita-
tion. Their time has been spent, 
their debt has been paid, but the 
echoing effect continues bounc-
ing off walls making their mis-
takes the only thing that anyone 
can hear.
Why do we do this? Well, the 
supposed reasoning is to warn 
the members of each society of 
the dangers of certain houses and 
people. It is not meant as a sec-
ond punishment, as such a pun-
ishment would be unconstitu-
tional. 
But what we see is no real sub-
stantive gain from this informa-
tion, no tools given to truly pro-
tect ourselves and our families, 
only a state of panic that insinu-
ates violence and cripples these 
people, many of whom are ca-
pable and wanting of change, as 
John Doe clearly shows. 
This may be justified if strang-
ers committed these assaults, 
but according to a Yale Universi-
ty study, most are committed by 
family members or acquaintanc-
es; rarely are we in danger from 
these people on the street or in 
our neighborhoods.
 Another unjustified rationale 
for this treatment is that sex of-
fenders are more likely to change 
than are criminals of other na-
tures. What recent research (Yale 
Law Review) has shown, howev-
er, is that aside from pedophiles 
and rapists—and remember, I am 
in no way referring to them—the 
likelihood of a repeated crime of 
this nature is significantly low-
er than that of assault or rob-
bery. The logic just doesn’t seem 
to be there. New York legislators 
are quoted during a discussion of 
these laws, saying: “they are de-
praved,” “the lowest of the low,” 
“animals,” “the human equiva-
lent of toxic waste” and proud-
ly charging, “we’re coming to get 
them,” while our citizens and ju-
diciary are still led to believe this 
is a protection, not an unconsti-
tutional punishment. 
This is not the justice I expect. 
I agree entirely that these inva-
sions should be punished, but hu-
man beings make mistakes, and 
what we are saying essentially is 
that these often times offensive, 
yet non-violent acts are enough 
to have this country exile its im-
perfect members. Meanwhile as-
sailants and robbers serve their 
time, and buy the house next to 
yours.
“No one seems to believe I can 
change, so why even try?” 
So now what? Well, Miami has 
an idea: put ‘em under a bridge. 
The laws in Florida have become 
so strict as to the places a person 
convicted of a sex crime can go, 
the only place left in the entire 
city of Miami is under a bridge 
that meets a causeway. 
There is a growing commu-
nity of offenders forced, by law, 
to maintain a residence from 10 
p.m. to 6 a.m., and because they 
have no places to go, they must 
remain there: under the speeding 
traffic of those we wish to pro-
tect, out of the sight and mind of 
society. 
They live lives that have be-
come worse than death; lives un-
der a bridge in the bay. Hey, at 
least we know where and who 
they are, and we certainly know 
where they aren’t and who they 
cannot become: they aren’t any-
where we can see them, and they 
won’t become anyone else but a 
sex offender.
Sex offenders denied opportunity to transcend past
By ELIZABETH NEwToN
Oct. 21 of this year will be six 
years since Elliott Smith’s death. 
As the anniversary approaches, we 
are reminded of the ambiguity sur-
rounding his death: the open police 
reports, the controversial suicide 
note and the suspicious similari-
ty of his death to that of Kurt Co-
bain. 
Instead of focusing on his death, 
we should be reminded ourselves 
of the transcendence and beauty of 
his music itself.
The tragic circumstances of his 
death — two stab wounds to the 
heart — lend themselves to being 
regarded as nothing more than cli-
ché: just another example of a self-
pitying, “emo” musician going over 
the edge. These generalizations are 
then projected onto not just Smith’s 
death, but his music as well. 
Casual listeners of Smith’s cata-
logue frequently dismiss it as typi-
cal singer-songwriter fluff, viewing 
his songs as no more consequential 
than a whiny adolescent’s brooding 
poetry. The cynical tone of much of 
his lyrics makes it easy to assume 
his music is juvenile.
These overly simplistic assump-
tions ignore the complexity of 
Smith’s music, and the committed 
listener to Smith’s albums will dis-
cover much more than emo mus-
ings: his sophisticated approach to 
harmony, his command of record-
ing and production, his intricate 
guitar technique and his seemingly 
bottomless wealth of melodic ma-
terial. 
Songs like “Shooting Star” re-
veal the multi-dimensionality of 
his melodies, with the focus con-
stantly shifting between guitar and 
bass as each emerges from the cha-
otic texture. 
His chord progressions are equal-
ly complex; trying to figure out the 
harmonic structure of songs like 
“Memory Lane” and “Looking 
Over My Shoulder” is surprisingly 
difficult. 
Smith’s studio albums prove that 
he was a versatile and constantly-
evolving artist. His first few albums 
are comprised of lo-fi, restrained 
acoustic tracks filled with subtle 
dissonances. But his posthumous-
ly released “From a Basement on 
the Hill” reveals his ability to con-
trol texture through multi-tracking 
and timbre through heavy distor-
tion and other guitar effects.
1998’s “XO” is arguably his most 
accessible album, as songs like 
“Waltz No. 2” and “Baby Britain” 
blend Smith’s trademark intimacy 
with catchy rhythms and pop mel-
odies. “Figure 8,” from 2000, offers 
a more mature approach to orches-
tration and arranging, including 
strings and winds, frequently com-
pared to the Beatles’ “Abbey Road.” 
Although his music fits into 
an extensive continuum of tone, 
meaning and style, his most well-
known songs are those that are the 
most emotionally raw, largely due 
to their inclusion in two of our 
generation’s most popular and crit-
ically-acclaimed films. His music 
was used in the gut-wrenching sui-
cide scene of Wes Anderson’s “The 
Royal Tenenbaums” (2001) and all 
throughout Gus Van Sant’s “Good 
Will Hunting” (1997). 
“Miss Misery,” for its place in 
“Good Will Hunting,” was nomi-
nated for the Best Original Song 
Oscar, making Smith perhaps the 
most unlikely musician ever to be 
nominated. Smith reluctantly per-
formed the song at the 1997 Acad-
emy Awards, alongside superstar 
diva Celine Dion. 
His reserved, static performance 
there revealed the terrifying tension 
remember elliott Smith
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g u e s t  o p i n i o n
By RICH ANDERSoN-CoNNoLLy
Associate Professor of Comparative Sociology
thought s?
An open panel discussion sched-
uled for Wednesday, Oct. 21 at 5:30 
p.m. in the Rotunda will provide an 
opportunity to discuss race and di-
versity. Students are welcome to at-
tend and share their thoughts.
The Trail publishes Guest Opinions 
as space permits. Please e-mail 
trail@pugetsound.edu for more 
information.
see ELLIOTT page 4
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By KyLE M. NUNES
The term “desensitization” large-
ly plays into the debate involving 
the correlation between playing 
violent video games and aggres-
sive tendencies in youth. In addi-
tion, social scientists have attrib-
uted the factors of youth violence 
to societal inequalities and injus-
tices, local attitudes, home insta-
bility, neglectful guardians and a 
lack of educational and extracur-
ricular stimuli to keep youth en-
gaged and occupied.
 The effect of this “desensitiza-
tion” is a fallacy of causation; for 
ultimately, an act of violence or a 
tendency towards violent behavior 
is a personal choice, determined 
solely by the individual as he or 
she commits that act, and not by 
the trying circumstances of a per-
son’s formative environment.      
The Venezuelan Congress ad-
vanced a bill in September that 
will prohibit the distribution and 
sale of violent video games and 
toys to curb an increase in the ho-
micide rate, which, according to a 
Justice Ministry statistic, reached 
approximately 7,900 murders last 
year.  
As reported by AP writer Chris-
topher Toothaker, this legislation, 
touted by concerned parents but 
criticized  by political opponents 
of the administration of President 
Hugo Chavez, will combat youth 
participation in violent crimes in 
a country where polls show that 
mounting violence is one of  the 
public’s central concerns.
“Residents say too many of the 
young players easily trade joy-
sticks for guns,” Toothaker said.
“The most popular video games 
among kids often imitate life...
in San Agustin—one of the many 
crime-ridden slums in Venezuela’s 
capital, [Caracas].”
The decision by the Venezue-
lan legislature to produce the bill 
originates in an attempt to low-
er crime in the country, where it 
has increased to an unmanageable 
level.  Oppositional sentiment has 
politicized the issue, calling out its 
misguided effort to alleviate youth 
violence, while, I suppose, endem-
ic issues plaguing the country re-
main unaddressed.     
Proponents of the bill argue that 
kids are adversely affected by the 
content of video games, such as 
Grand Theft Auto, Duke Nukem 
and Counter-Strike.  
“Playing violent video games is 
a significant risk factor for later 
physically aggressive behavior and 
that this violent video game effect 
on youth generalizes across very 
different cultures. As a whole, the 
research strongly suggests reduc-
ing the exposure of youth to this 
risk factor,” said a 2008 study re-
leased in the Journal of Pediatrics. 
Greater details show another 
power the legislation will hopeful-
ly institute:
“The...bill would mandate 
crime prevention classes in pub-
lic schools and force the media to 
‘implement permanent campaigns’ 
to warn against the dangers of vio-
lent games. Another provision re-
quires the government ‘to promote 
the production, distribution, sales 
and use’ of games that teach kids 
‘respect for an adversary’,” said 
Toothaker.
Even though the bill’s reach ex-
tends beyond a ban on the eco-
nomics of these toys and games, 
the activity within the arcades of 
Caracas imitates life in the narrow 
and frightening boulevards of its 
slums. 
This relationship subverts the 
social science and political will 
behind the legislation.  Urban vio-
lence does not come from a clini-
cal survey that shows that the use 
of violence-glorifying video games 
by youth increases agitation, ag-
gression and eventually criminal-
ity among young people. 
In evaluating this issue, one is 
forced to consider the converging 
spheres of a tumultuous social en-
vironment; adolescent impression-
ability, interaction with adults and 
peers in non-educational settings, 
idleness in the absence of com-
munity programs and unmoni-
tored encounters with corrupting 
forces, (video games being consid-
ered one), collectively conspire to 
propagate conditions that divest 
violence from its categorization as 
an immoral and counter-intuitive 
practice.
Instead, youth violence enters 
the logic and lifestyle of districts 
where disempowerment, disen-
franchisement and poverty pro-
duce the ethos which is, for the 
time being, signified by a high ho-
micide rate. 
But through the expository 
channels of this issue runs one 
thought that remains little ex-
plored: personal agency.  Although 
the studies, the legislation and the 
reporting all work towards the re-
duction of violence among Vene-
zuelan and global youth, one must 
further consider the precise mo-
ment in which youth “desensiti-
zation” towards acts of violence 
takes effect.   
Where statistics investigate 
the rudimentary formulations of 
“cause-and-effect” in relation to 
violent video games and bellicos-
ity among youth, anecdotal evi-
dence would yield crucial testimo-
ny about the nature of violence.  A 
person who acts violently might at-
tribute his or her behavior to peer-
pressure, a deteriorating social sit-
uation, desperation, or influencing 
factors like video games.  
Yet, in the isolated moment of 
violence, a leap of faith occurs in 
which the perpetrator is without 
external malevolence and must be 
faulted for his action, whether it 
arises from a lapse in moral judg-
ment or an instinctual reaction to 
a situation.  
Criminologists study the pa-
thology of illegal practices, such as 
violence, and may decide that in-
stitutional limitations and oppres-
sions create the social conditions 
in which young people can deviate 
and become violent. But the enac-
tion of violence, the realization of 
any social condition, originates in 
the psychology of its human agent, 
and therefore cannot be attributed 
to a contributing factor.  Account-
ability lies in the doer, not the de-
construction of the deed.               
In this sense, the government of 
Venezuela will fight both the cor-
rupting influences of video games 
and a culture of violence that per-
vades its cities; effective counter-
measures in either case, be they 
penal or for consumer protection, 
will be consequently hard to come 
by. 
Video game ban not solution to violence 
By MACKENZIE FUENTES
What makes you call a person 
“easy,” “fast,” or a “slut”? Is it how 
soon they have sex with someone? 
How often? With whom, or how 
many? Where, or at what time of 
day?
Every society has certain social 
values and standards that its insti-
tutions and indoctrinated citizens 
uphold. These standards are often 
taken for granted, without any ques-
tioning of the assumed-to-be “cor-
rect” or “moral” values that they are 
based on.
Somewhere along the way, as 
we all grew into experienced semi-
adults, we were impressed with 
these standards, many of which de-
fined our sexuality. The “correct” 
form of a sexual human being in 
our society seems to be monoga-
mous, heterosexual, married or in a 
committed relationship and not too 
kinky — as in, no subverting gen-
der roles with weird role-playing or 
props and toys. 
People who diverge from this pre-
scribed form of sexuality are often 
labeled as sexually irresponsible: 
loose, easy, fast, etc. But does any-
one ever ask where those standards 
came from? Who says that they are 
still relevant to our generation? Who 
are you looser than, faster than, or 
easier than?
I say that a new definition of sex-
ual responsibility is necessary, one 
that does not label people as pro-
miscuous based on arbitrary num-
bers of partners, periods of time or 
chosen behaviors. This new defini-
tion is rational and relevant, being 
based simply on three tenets: com-
munication, comfort and contra-
ceptives.
First, communication is key to 
having a positive, safe sexual experi-
ence. As awkward as this might be at 
first, sexual partners must discuss a 
few basic topics: sexual history, STIs 
and STDs, and expectations — is 
this just a hook-up or is it a poten-
tial romance?
The most important thing is that 
this communication must be hon-
est, but on-topic. You do not have 
to go into detail about every sexu-
al experience you have ever had; just 
make it clear if you have had a few 
partners and, therefore, a potential-
ly higher chance of having contract-
ed an STI or STD. If you knowingly 
have an STI or STD, you must tell 
your partner(s).
The expectation part is proba-
bly the hardest. There will always 
be a fear of rejection inherent in 
any initial sexual experience. But 
what would be worse: telling your 
partner(s) honestly that you just 
want to hook up because they are 
really hot, or leading them on and 
hurting any chance of a future emo-
tional connection? It is difficult, but 
honesty is a far better alternative.
Comfort is the second quality that 
every positive sexual experience 
must have. The best way to ensure 
every partner’s comfort is to follow a 
catchy mantra developed by the staff 
at Babeland, a sex toy store in Seat-
tle: “Communication, relaxation, 
and lubrication.” This was originally 
developed as a helpful guide to anal 
sex, but I think it applies to nearly 
every sexual situation.
An important aspect of estab-
lishing mutual levels of comfort is 
negotiating boundaries. Let your 
partner(s) know what you are com-
fortable doing, what actions/posi-
tions are not options for you and 
what you want to get out of this ex-
perience. It is ‘a-okay’ to say, “un-
gendered partner X, I do not feel 
comfortable performing oral sex on 
you; however, you may perform it 
on me, if you so please.”
This negotiation also includes tell-
ing your partner(s) specifically what 
does or does not feel good. Be sure 
to make any statement a positive 
one for your partner(s), for exam-
ple: “Ungendered partner Y, I would 
prefer if you pivot your hips this 
way, instead, because it feels amaz-
ing and your sexual prowess in-
creases exponentially with that posi-
tion” — notice the esteem-boosting 
conclusion.
Finally, contraceptives are the third 
component to ensure a safe, positive 
and responsible sexual escapade. 
You need to wear a condom or den-
tal dam if bodily fluids are coming in 
contact with anything other than the 
person from whom they originated. 
To answer the question that has 
undoubtedly crossed your mind: yes, 
you must use a condom during oral 
and anal sex and during mutual mas-
turbation (who knows where those 
hands have been!).
The only time it is acceptable to 
not use contraceptives is when you 
are fully aware of your partner(s)’s 
sexual history and sexual health sta-
tus, and have discussed proper meth-
ods of birth control.
The main point you should take 
away from this is: if you want to have 
sex after the first date, do it! If you 
want to wait a couple months — or 
until marriage, for that matter — 
that’s fine, too. 
But never judge others’ characters 
based on the sexual decisions they 
make as individuals, as long as they 
exercise this reason-based form of 
sexual responsibility.
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between the transcendent power of 
his musical vision, and the absur-
dity of placing a musician as subtle 
and modest as Elliott Smith at the 
center of the world’s largest stage.
It is clear that Smith’s music 
was not written for an audience. 
While he appreciated his fanbase, 
his compositions were never really 
about us. His music was the prod-
uct of an artist who felt the irresist-
ible compulsion to create. 
Smith is often criticized for his 
poor live shows, as it was not un-
common for his performances to 
be filled with fumbled guitar lines 
and forgotten lyrics. Smith him-
self was frequently intoxicated and 
strung-out, giving ammunition to 
those critics who claimed that he 
was just a selfish songwriter seek-
ing pity. 
Despite Smith’s reluctance to 
perform live and his declining pre-
sentation in public in the last years 
of his life, fans have been extremely 
faithful to him.
A scan of the music log at KUPS 
reveals that 100 of Smith’s songs 
have been played on The Sound 
over the last several years (almost 
his entire catalogue), a play-count 
matched only by Bob Dylan, Beck 
and Radiohead. This number is a 
testament to both the sheer abun-
dance of his output, and its wide-
spread popularity. 
The number of covers done of El-
liott Smith’s music indicates his in-
fluence on fellow musicians. Bright 
Eyes, Emily Haines and others have 
covered his more lo-fi songs; Chris-
topher Reilly has adapted over a 
dozen for solo piano, and multiple 
string quartets have arranged and 
recorded his music. 
So why has Smith’s influence 
been so vast on listeners and musi-
cians alike?
Most of pop music’s greatest art-
ists are remembered for their broad 
influence on our culture: the Beat-
les inspired “Beatlemania,” Bob Dy-
lan helped lead a social revolution 
and Nirvana brought grunge to the 
mainstream. And yet, Smith’s mu-
sic does none of these things. 
His music celebrates not a gen-
eration, but an individual. His 
songs connect with us on an inti-
mate, personal level. We listen to 
them when we are sick of civiliza-
tion and its discontents, when we 
seek refuge from the pressures and 
disappointments of our fellow hu-
mans. Sadly, Smith often dwelled in 
this melancholy world. But thanks 
to his music, we have the luxury 
of only visiting from time to time, 
turning to his songs when we have 
nowhere else to go. 
Smith’s life and death conve-
niently fit into the tradition of 
tortured musicians who died too 
soon, echoing the stories of Nick 
Drake and Kurt Cobain. But while 
his death is often viewed as a cliché, 
his music remains anything but.
Smith’s music authenticated the 
singer-songwriter persona, making 
a genre frequently seen as inconse-
quential into something enduring 
and influential. It saved emotion-
al music from the trap of one-di-
mensionality, and proved that mu-
sic could be moving and affecting 
while still transformative.
It is hard to imagine that anoth-
er musician could affect us as much 
as Smith, but his music serves as an 
example of what truly great music 
is capable of.  
He deserves to be remembered 
for elevating pop music to a meta-
morphic sphere of genuine cathar-
sis and complicated beauty — an 
achievement nothing short of sub-
lime.
Expectations: Communication is essential to healthy sex.
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“HEY YOU,” fat and stupid 
best friends, love from Sweden, 
I mean, Switzerland, no wait, 
Scotland!
“HEY YOU,” you probably 
won’t read this, but I wanted to 
tell you that I’ve missed you.
“HEY YOU,” UPS symphony 
orchestra, its called the Brahms 
SOLO violin concerto for a rea-
son, so SHUT UP...thank you.
“HEY YOU,” learn the dif-
ference between “you’re” and 
“your.” You’re retarded.
“HEY YOU,” novie men, uh...
your legs are SO strong.
 
“HEY YOU,” it’s fall in the 
northwest and you don’t look 
good in a bikini anyway so cover 
up and spare us.
“HEY YOU,” athletics de-
partment, how about investing 
some money in a team that has 
had more than three winning 
seasons in the past 10 years?
“HEY YOU,” thank you, sin-
cerely, for the article on reli-
gious tolerance.
“HEY YOU,” male Cellar 
worker who filled my cup with 
that enormous “one scoop” of 
chocolate ice cream: thanks 
for being so generous.
“HEY YOU,” I miss our 
group’s awesome takeover floor 
of Smith!
 
“HEY YOU,” tall blonde with 
the needles and brunette non-
crew girl. You both bring light 
to my life. Love you.
“HEY YOU,” Jock, grow a 
pair and talk to me sometime? 
You’re kinda cute. 
“HEY YOU,” girl tanning 
in the north quad, put some 
clothes on!
“HEY YOU,” labbie, your 
chem. jokes rock, keep ‘em up.
“HEY YOU,” I love the way 
you make my 16 oz., non-fat, 
cinnamon latte! Without you 
(or the latte) the days would 
never go by.
 
“HEY YOU,” with the cool 
tats, always riding your bike, I 
still like you…say hi sometime. 
P.S. You’re great at Physics, 
kayak, crew and anything out-
doors.
“HEY YOU,” smoking Trail 
writer, let’s be friends! I’ll help 
you get over your pathetic nega-
tive attitude.
“HEY YOU,” ginger A Phi, 
call me sometime.
“HEY YOU,” 1. Look good. 
2. Safety second. 3. There are no 
pants in Frisbee.
“HEY YOU,” gorgeous la-
crosse girls, you make every-
thing better.
 
“HEY YOU,” thanks for sing-
ing Spice Girls with me. I still 
think you’re cute. 
“HEY YOU,” Freshman ulti-
mate players; you rock. Bid or 
die, Kappa Kai.
“HEY YOU,” your random 
compliments brighten my grey 
day.
“HEY YOU,” I like passive ag-
gression, too!
 
“HEY YOU,” hairy smeagol, 
is your 14 year old brother sin-
gle? ‘Cuz I’m ready for some 
fresh meat.
“HEY YOU,” Latina girl, you 
can chit-chat about Star Wars 
with me any day.
“HEY YOU,” Joseph Gordon-
Leavitt look-alike, sorry if I 
made you uncomfortable with 
my flailing and pointing. You’re 
cute.
“HEY YOU,” boy in the “stop 
clubbing baby seals” shirt, I’m 
sorry, but I just can’t stop.
“HEY YOU,” I love you bun-
galow-mates!
 
“HEY YOU,” hot kayak-
ing boys, thanks for making 
my birthday a blast! I love you 
guys!
“HEY YOU,” baby bangs, get 
longer shirts. And don’t come 
to our parties anymore. Should 
we tell you again? 
“HEY YOU,” helmets are cool 
and so are you.
“HEY YOU,” curly-haired 
Cellar goddess, I love the way 
you make my heart sizzle like 
cheese on my pizza.
“HEY YOU,” little dove, we 
got caught, I guess we’ll have to 
find a more secure location for 
our extracurricular activities.
 
“HEY YOU,” O.C. closers, 
hot jambalaya!
“HEY YOU,” telling a girl 
that you only want casual sex is 
a great way to sweep her off her 
feet. Not.
“HEY YOU,” stretch, thun-
derbolt, ice and the crusher: we 
totally dominated that alley.
“HEY YOU,” late night study 
group in S.U.B. room 201, your 
sound is kickin’. XOXO.
“HEY YOU,” LA twin with 
the party house. You can poke 
my board with your dart any 
day. *wink* 
 
“HEY YOU,” sexy A Phi, your 
golden locks and green eyes 
blow my mind.
“HEY YOU,” sexy vamp Di-
versions baristas, you can grind 
my beans any time you want.
“HEY YOU,” funny, skinny 
guy in UT. I would have done 
much more for you at the Dol-
lar Party, for free.
“HEY YOU,” Happy 21 
birthday! It’s going to be a great 
year!
“HEY YOU,” choir boy, let’s 
go up to the trembling firma-
ment.
 
“HEY YOU,” stupid French 
girl… go home!
“HEY YOU,” sax boy, wanna 
serenade me outside the music 
building?
“HEY YOU,” with the short 
brown hair. I hope you picked 
up a nice package.
“HEY YOU,” blonde girl in 
UT, you are so funny and so 
pretty. Way to rock!
“HEY YOU,” Mr. Roboto, 
you make my life!
 
“HEY YOU,” sophomore 
Pi Phi from So. Cal., suck ma 
blood from ma neck!
“HEY YOU,” boy with red 
hair, keep looking sexy in that 
shiny car of yours.
“HEY YOU,” cute Physics 
boy, I love staring into your eyes 
when we talk.
“HEY YOU,” with the face, I 
like you.
 “HEY YOU,” purple house 
crew, you rock my world!
“HEY YOU,” wish we were 
still kicking your ass at Mario 
Kart on Seward third floor.
“HEY YOU,” hot S.U.B. chick, 
you can clean out my salad bar 
any day.
The Puget Sound Trail CLASSIFIEDS
October 16, 2009
5
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
Want to submit a Hey You? 
E-mail 
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu 
or put one in the box in the 
Cellar.
The Trail will never publish 
Hey You’s that explicitly refer to 
individuals or groups, contain 
identifying information or drug 
and alcohol references, or are 
hateful or libelous in nature. 
3.95x7 TCk.indd   2 9/11/09   1:38 PM
www.GrandCinema.com
Tickets are
$6.50 with 
your 
student ID!
THE SEPTEMBER 
ISSUE (PG-13)
Fri-Sun: 12:50, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10
Mon-Thurs: 3:00, 5:00, 7:10
THE BOYS 
ARE BACK (PG-13)
Fri-Sun: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00
Mon-Thurs: 4:00, 6:30, 9:00
IT MIGHT 
GET LOUD (PG)
Fri-Thurs: 9:15
CAPITALISM: A 
LOVE STORY (R)
Fri-Sun: 1:00, 3:40, 6:15, 8:50
Mon-Thurs: 3:40, 6:15, 8:50
g r i Z Z  l i s t
Submit your posts to:
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu.
Your post should include a brief description, a category 
(Sale, Service or Event) and a campus e-mail address.
We will run your ads for two weeks, but feel free to post 
them again.
Sales:
• Burton women’s snowboarding jacket. It is light 
blue, size S, in really great shape and has cool features 
like a built in watch, iPod and headphone set up, 
powder skirt and a goggle cleaner that has its own 
secret pocket. Waterproof and good-lookin! Price 
negotiable...but I’m hoping for $60 
E-mail: npreston@pugetsound.edu
• Lady Logger looking to buy a used cruiser bicycle
E-mail: lvendl@pugetsound.edu
Services: submit now!
Events: submit now!
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“Homelessness is an urgent issue.  There is a major flaw in our system when citizens are 
unable to sustain independent housing and are forced onto the streets.”
By MADDIE ByERS
On any given night there are 2,083 people in Pierce County without a home. Within 
this figure, 648 are children un-
der the age of 18. 
The issue of long-term home-
lessness has become more 
pressing over the last 20 years. 
Homeless people are often mis-
represented and stigmatized as 
substance abusers or unwilling 
to take advantage of all the re-
sources available to them. Yet 
the truth is that anyone can be-
come homeless. 
The very existence of home-
lessness illustrates that there 
are shortcomings in our sys-
tem. Homeless individuals are 
the result of these breakdowns. 
In 2005, Washington state 
passed Bill 2163, titled the 
“Ending Homelessness Act.” 
The passage of this act created 
a crucial opportunity for Pierce 
County to study the nature of 
its homeless population, and 
ultimately to reduce homeless-
ness by 50 percent within the 
next 10 years.
A multifaceted coalition 
of various community mem-
bers was assembled to address 
the complex issue of home-
lessness. The entire plan was 
dubbed “The Road Home: End-
ing Chronic Homelessness — A 
Ten Year Plan for Pierce Coun-
ty.” A Boeing grant enabled the 
Road Home leadership team to 
perform an analysis of the cur-
rent systems that are associated 
with homelessness. 
The faculty at the University 
of Puget Sound was invited to 
participate in the coalition. An 
interdisciplinary team of four 
professors from Communica-
tions, Psychology, Economics 
and Comparative Sociology was 
assembled to gather research on 
the issues of homelessness. The 
study involved personal inter-
views, focus groups within the 
community and an analysis of 
the representation of homeless-
ness in the media. Their work 
contributed to the overall effort 
of the Road Home coalition. 
People are driven into home-
lessness for numerous reasons. 
Domestic violence, unemploy-
ment, poverty, eviction, crimi-
nal history and substance abuse 
are a sampling of the various 
causes of homelessness.
The number of homeless in-
dividuals has increased over the 
last 20 years. Possible reasons 
for this include a struggling 
economy, a lack of funding for 
the mentally ill and a decline in 
the amount of affordable hous-
ing. 
Although there are certain re-
sources available to the home-
less such as shelters and tempo-
Helping those
 Homes
without
rary housing, it can be difficult 
to gain access to those resourc-
es. 
Pierce County alone has 32 
agencies working to provide 
housing and assistance to home-
less individuals and families, 
yet all of these have reached or 
are near full capacity. Shelters 
have limited bed space and are 
a temporary solution to a per-
petual problem. They address 
the symptom rather than work 
to discover ways of prevent 
homelessness overall. 
“Historically the system was 
designed for the phenomena in 
the 70s. Now the temporary so-
lution is the permanent solu-
tion, which perpetuates home-
lessness,” Communications 
Professor Houston said.
Since 2007, an annual event 
named Project Homeless Con-
nect has bridged the disconnect 
between the homeless and other 
individuals in the Tacoma com-
munity. For one day, homeless 
members of the community are 
offered a plethora of services 
within one space. On this day, 
the doors of the Tacoma Dome 
are open to anyone seeking such 
assistance. 
For someone who is homeless 
and without a means of trans-
portation, these basic needs and 
services can be difficult to take 
advantage of.  Aware of these 
hardships, Project Homeless 
Connect provides basic medical 
and dental care, mental health 
and chemical dependency as-
sessments, flu shots, haircuts, 
veterans’ services, domestic vi-
olence assistance, HIV testing 
and much more. 
Project Homeless Connect 
is entirely volunteer-based. 
Members of the Pierce County 
community come together for 
the sole purpose of helping its 
homeless citizens. This helps 
deconstruct the barrier be-
tween those who have perma-
nent homes and those without. 
Project Homeless Connect is 
centered on the notion of com-
munity and the responsibility 
to help those in need. 
National Homeless Aware-
ness Week is Nov. 16-20. There 
will be several opportunities 
on campus to learn more about 
the issue. On Monday, Nov. 
16 there will be a screening of 
the film “The Soloist,” which is 
based on the life of a homeless 
individual. 
There will also be a professor-
moderated panel where a home-
less individual speaks about his 
or her experience.
There are plenty of volunteer 
opportunities in our area that 
are specific to homelessness. 
Examples include Friday night 
feed, the emergency food net-
work, St. Leo’s church down
Left: 
The Continua 
of Care (CoCs) 
compares 
and studies 
the number 
of homeless 
people in Rural 
and Urban 
populations.
Right:
An estimated 
671, 859 
homeless 
people live 
within the 
United States. 
(Jul. 16, 2009)
see HOMELESS page 7
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Exclusion: Sally is one of many Pierce County residents whose circumstances have been 
neglected by insufficient public support and awareness about homelessness. 
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By SHELBy TAyLoR
Puget Sound life rarely encounters 
greater Tacoma. For the Logger, Pierce 
County consists of the 6th Ave. stretch, 
Hello Cupcake, Point D and the Proc-
tor District. Community involvement 
tends toward nil. Senior Kendle Bjel-
land, however, is a startling exception.
Bjelland can be summed up as try-
ing to make the world a better place. In 
high school, debate and Amnesty In-
ternational fostered her drive toward 
social justice. Upon entering college, 
Puget Sound’s International Political 
Economy major made sense for Bjel-
land.
Her focus is food. “It is the most ba-
sic need there is. It is a human right, 
essential to happiness,” Bjelland said. 
Her concern has resulted in a 60-page 
paper on what food can do in Africa, 
a summer trip to Chicago and Detroit 
(the most notable cities for urban ag-
riculture) and a documentary entitled 
“Eating Locally in Pierce County.”
In the film, the division between 
government-subsidized agriculture 
and local farms reveals why obesity is 
on the rise and why hunger was at cri-
sis point in 2008. Bjelland points to the 
“big five” of corn, cotton, wheat, rice 
and soybeans, all funded by D.C., as 
taking away from the small guy. 
The “relationship [with the farm] is 
lost with the globalization of food sys-
tems,” the film said.
The alternative involves more than 
opting for the Metropolitan Market 
over Safeway. Farmers markets, for 
one, are “no longer just a status sym-
bol of the wealthy or trendy, but are 
social, political tools,” Bjelland said. 
Food Stamps and Women, Infants and 
Children are applicable to these local 
stands, making healthy choices acces-
sible. 
Still, there is some disconnect as the 
stands are sprinkled around neighbor-
hoods that demand organic. Location 
makes all the difference. The video 
reveals the harrowing fact that some 
Americans grow up without a local 
grocery store, and convenience stores 
become food sources.
Solutions come in outside-the-box 
thinking. For the immediate campus, 
Bjelland envisions green space turned 
into pumpkin patches and season-
al flowers replaced with blueberry or 
raspberry bushes. 
Low-income students could come 
to the makeshift berry patch for a field 
trip, or produce could be donated to 
food banks. Unused campus lawn 
would keep on giving. 
However, one response to the doc-
umentary solidifies the alleged dis-
tance between campus and commu-
nity. “People are in disbelief that Puget 
Sound would care about the outside 
community,” Bjelland said.
Reaching out to the community can 
change the very makeup of our com-
munity, though. In action, Bjelland 
saw how a racially divided neighbor-
hood came together over a communal 
garden. 
“Kids were playing together, peo-
ple were talking about what was tasty 
and crime was lowered,” Bjelland said. 
Loggers can cultivate something of 
their time here at Puget Sound when 
the community comes into focus.
While food is a business for some, its 
absence affects quality of life for many. 
Hunger makes for weakness, stunted 
growth and an inability to work. Yet 
by going to City Council meetings the 
second Tuesday of every month and 
demanding changes to zoning laws  so 
that chickens and goats can be raised, a 
family can be fed. 
Education can break the fast food 
cycle. “We need to move from the con-
sumer perspective of ‘what am I get-
ting’ to ‘how can I collectively be a 
cooperative participant in my com-
munity,’” Amber England of Tacoma’s 
budding co-op said. 
253.564.4899 • www.edgeworks-climbing.com
Tacoma’s Indoor Rock Climbing Gym!
Student Specials & Prices
COLLEGE STUDENT NIGHT
 $9 Day Pass • 2nd Friday Each Month • 5-10pm
STUDENT MEMBERSHIPS!: $42/month
Member Rewards:  FREE! 101 Class • FREE! Yoga
FREE! Guest Passes • 15% Discount: Climbing School
Indoor Rock Climbing
Come climb with us!  Edgeworks is a fun place 
to stay active and meet great people!
• Over 200 Boulder, Top-Rope & Lead Routes
• Beginner through Expert Level Climbs
• CLIMBING SCHOOL: Courses for All Abilities
• COLLEGE NIGHT: $9 Pass 2nd Friday Each Month
Yoga Classes
Yoga balances your mind and body through 
core strength, endurance and breathing.
• Edge Yoga - Core Strengthening and Endurance
• Mixed Level Yoga - Relax, Breath and Align
• FREE! Yoga!! - Members Get FREE! Yoga!
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town and clothing drives. 
Homelessness is an urgent is-
sue. There is a major flaw in our 
system when citizens are unable 
to sustain independent housing 
and are forced onto the streets. 
There is a significant amount of 
need in Pierce County.  
“What troubles me the most 
is the humanity of it all. There 
are citizens of our communi-
ty that don’t have anywhere to 
sleep. I get frustrated…let’s do 
something now,” Houston said. 
Rather than viewing the 
homeless as misunderstood 
problems or nuisances to soci-
ety, we need to adjust the sys-
tem to address the root of the 
problem.  
Student researches
food scarcity
Chief Diversity Officer Kim Bob-
by recently began a project to col-
lect stories about the positive in-
f luence diversity has on our daily 
lives. 
1. How has your time at Puget 
Sound been enriched by an ex-
perience with someone (student, 
faculty or staff) from a different 
race, ethnicity, culture, sexual 
orientation, religion, socioeco-
nomic class or disability visible 
or invisible?
“Well, I actually have a friend 
who is from Vietnam originally 
and one day during lunch we just 
sat down and he started teaching 
me Vietnamese.  
So that was exciting, just being 
able to learn about his culture 
and his background and what 
his parents have experienced. 
His dad was part of a concentra-
tion camp in Vietnam. Things 
like that. A completely differ-
ent background than I have ever 
known.  
Also, I actually am a part of 
a Bible study on campus that is 
run by one of my other friends 
who is Korean and his pastor. 
So, I am able to be there mostly 
with - at that point I’m the mi-
nority. It’s very interesting. I re-
alized when we were doing Bi-
ble study, I was like wow, I’m the 
minority here. This is neat. I like 
this. This is refreshing.”
2. If we are successful at creat-
ing a Culture of Inclusive Learn-
ing, what would that look like in 
2015?
“I feel like it wouldn’t always 
be a classroom setting. I feel 
like it would be taking time to 
talk about our backgrounds over 
lunch with, with their type of 
cultural food. 
It wouldn’t be one professor. 
It would be a series of people 
throughout the semester com-
ing from different ethnic back-
grounds. That’s what first comes 
to mind. I’m sure I could think 
of something else.”
—To learn more, visit www.
pugetsound.edu/diversity.xml
Va l u i n g  W h o l e n e s s 
a C h i e V e d  
t h r o u g h  d i F F e r e n C e
new virtual tour /news and events / 
student and faculty blogs /social media / 
photo galleries / interactive content /
coming next week to www.pugetsound.edu
Creative Solutions: Bjelland envisions turning the University landscape into gardens to 
address community food needs.
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Questions?
Contact Kim Bobby at kbobby@
pugetsound.edu
Want 
to 
Write 
For the 
tr ail?
The trail is 
accepting rolling 
applications for this 
semester. if you are 
interested in writing 
for the paper, please 
contact us at: 
trail@pugetsound.edu 
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Sororities reach consensus: leggings are pants
By BRAD TEULLER
On Oct. 8 2009, at the Nation-
al Pan Hellenic conference held in 
Kalamazoo, Mich., Clare Garvey, a 
junior at the University of South-
ern California, Alpha Phi and self-
proclaimed “Next big thing in, like, 
fashion,” announced that leggings 
are now considered pants.
“We couldn’t decide on anything 
at the conference,” Garvey said in a 
recent interview with Pink n’ Think 
magazine. 
“I mean, there was so much on 
the agenda. We tried to come to a 
decision as to what the Greek sys-
tem’s stance on abortion was, and 
like what we thought about Presi-
dent Obama. But after we’d moved 
down the agenda without like, de-
ciding anything, we finally got to 
leggings,” Garvey said. 
Leggings proved to be a more 
fruitful topic of discussion.
“We totally agree that leggings can 
totally be pants. They are like, totally 
sufficient. I mean, I know they used 
to just be stylish stockings, but now 
they have become so much more. 
Like, when I walk out of the house 
in my black leggings and my new 
Urban Outfitters thermal I look, 
like, so good,” Garvey said.
With leggings now viewed as 
pants, shirts or dresses that cover the 
upper part of the leg are no longer 
socially necessary. This announce-
ment has been a long time coming 
with women around the word work-
ing tirelessly toward the classifica-
tion of leggings as pants. This new 
decision on what leggings are, how-
ever, has caused a slew of wild classi-
fications of other clothing items. 
In Tennessee, there is large faction 
that has been pushing for scarves 
to be considered shirts. The warm 
southern climate may have some-
thing to do with the desire to wear 
less clothing. There is, however, a 
strong sentiment against scarves 
as shirts, especially in the religious 
community. 
Reverend James Cudi of Cen-
tral Baptist Church in Jackson City 
said, “I hate seeing those crazy peo-
ple. They try to use the scarf to cov-
er their bodies, but then a stiff wind 
kicks up and now everybody can see 
the Lord’s milk bottles.” 
Several people have already been 
arrested and charged with inde-
cent exposure, but that hasn’t put 
a damper the movement’s enthusi-
asm. 
Some other classifications that 
have sprung up all around the coun-
try are: Bracelets as anklets, necklac-
es as pants, gloves as shoes, shoes as 
gloves, G-strings as necklaces, vests 
as hats and hands as a bra.
Leggings: it’s camel-toe time.
By MARSHA MCNATT
Last Monday, area homeless man 
Jim Knox arrived on campus with a 
shopping cart full of dirty clothes. It 
was 5 a.m. and the campus was total-
ly quiet.  He spied the fountain in front 
of Jones Hall and proceeded to wash 
his assortment of shirts and trousers 
until the water was nearly black with 
filth.  Just as the sun rose Knox carried 
the soggy heap down toward the S.U.B. 
and strung up the various clothing 
items to dry between the cherry blos-
som trees.
Then, as he pinned up the last pair of 
socks, Head of Security Todd Badham 
arrived on the scene.
“Yeah, I don’t know. I hadn’t ever re-
ally seen the guy before. When I showed 
up I just asked what he was up to; he 
shot me a frightened look, then spun 
around and took off running up theme 
row, just as he was, totally naked,” said 
Badham.
Badham gave chase for a little while, 
but quickly decided the crime was not 
heinous enough to warrant the loss 
of dignity he felt while chasing a fully-
grown naked man as onlookers stared 
in horror. 
When Badham got back down to 
the S.U.B. to try to take down Knox’s 
clothes, he was barred by members 
of the Art Department who had seen 
the whole scene from the windows of 
Kittredge.  
Proclaiming the clothes to be a “post-
modern expression of man’s infatuation 
with materialism,” the artists quickly 
laid claim to the tattered fabric wares.
The artists soon spread word of the 
“masterpiece,” which caught the atten-
tion of organizers for an upcoming lec-
ture to be given by a man who wears a 
sweater embroidered with a picture of a 
badger.
Like all great art, Knox’s laundry was 
quickly sucked into the capitalist ma-
chine and converted into a tool of mass 
propaganda.  The shameless ad cam-
paign has been bombarding passersby 
for the past week.
“I don’t get it. Whoever is trying to 
advertise here is either dumb or just try-
ing too hard.  Sure, this campus should 
be a place for progressive ideas, but I 
think people get carried away with that 
and what we end up with is pure she-
nanigans and little impact.  Who wants 
to look at dirty clothes? Is that supposed 
to resonate with me in any way?” one 
passerby commented. 
Jim Knox was not available for com-
ment, although Tacoma Police had re-
ported seeing a naked man in the vicin-
ity of Blockbuster on 6th Avenue.  
But that may not have even been 
Knox, as public displays of nudity make 
up approximately 76 percent of all of 
Tacoma’s crime, according to recent re-
ports.
Homeless man’s clothes exploited for advertising campaign
Clothes: What may appear to be some clever student’s way to 
avoid dryer fees is actually the establishment’s new ad scheme.
university demands removal of 
all trash cans, food from S.u.B.
By CHET BANNER
Due to the recent H1N1 epi-
demic, the University of Puget 
Sound has decided to remove all 
trash cans and napkins from the 
S.U.B. as a precaution against an 
outbreak.  Removing these items 
eliminates places for the H1N1 
virus to culture, and statistically 
lowers the chances for infection. 
After a week without trash 
cans or napkins, the Universi-
ty of Puget Sound also decided 
to remove all food, food prod-
ucts and drinks from the S.U.B. 
While they will still have silver-
ware, ketchup, other condiments, 
straws and S.U.B. employees, they 
will no longer be offering nour-
ishment of any kind.  
The University of Puget Sound 
made the following statement on 
Friday: 
“Our first concern is to the stu-
dents.  We need to be able to pro-
vide a place for them to eat and 
congregate without constant fear 
of contracting an illness from our 
facilities.  To that end, we have 
removed all cuisine so our stu-
dents can eat in peace, provided 
they bring their own food.  These 
dangerous times call for precau-
tionary measures to maintain the 
health of our students, and we 
believe that the best way to go 
about this is to remove all pos-
sible ways for them to eat food. 
The easiest way to contract the 
H1N1 is through standing water 
or food products, so we logically 
need to eradicate the presence of 
both on our campus.  On a side 
note, the Jones Fountain has been 
drained.”
Although it regrets the incon-
venience and the possible health 
concerns attached to malnourish-
ment of its students, the Univer-
sity of Puget Sound is adamant 
about its decision to remove all 
food.
For concerned students, the 
University recommends travel-
ing to Safeway or Blockbuster for 
nourishment, but given recent 
health concerns, those establish-
ments too may be removing their 
food and food products.
No word yet on how the school 
plans to deal with the recent out-
break of H1B1, a.k.a. Butt Flu, a 
disease said to result from butt-
to-butt intermingling on public 
toilet seats.
Philosoraptor: This was a prehistoric species that predicted its 
own extinction, but was still surprised.
Aries – Your lack of experience 
with public transportation will land 
you in a confusing situation with a 
grungy retiree and his rattlesnake 
collection in the back of a mold-col-
ored minivan. Just remember that 
there’s more than one way to get to 
Reno, and they don’t all have to in-
clude you being dead.  
Taurus – A close friend expe-
riences the death of a grandfather 
towards the middle of the month. 
While other friends pander to her 
with false sympathies and flowers, 
it is wise to cut straight to the chase 
and let her know you had nothing to 
do with his death. In fact, you think 
it was probably one of his mob con-
nections from the fifties, or her little 
brother. 
Gemini – Accidental eye con-
tact with a stranger will lead to you 
meeting your future spouse. Try not 
to think about the divorce or the 
custody battle quite yet. Cherish 
your ignorant love like the cigarettes 
and promiscuous women you both 
will come to depend on years down 
the line.
Cancer – You are surprised to find 
a nightmare from your childhood is 
actually coming to life in your Biol-
ogy lab. Just know that the Cactuso-
pus can’t actually melt you with a 
single glare. He will just prickle you 
with his spines, then tickle you to 
death. 
Leo – A mole your doctor re-
moved from your back more than 
four years ago has come back for 
vengeance and planted itself on 
your face. At first you will be tempt-
ed to go back to the doctor, but hear 
him out. Being a mole takes an aw-
ful toll. 
Virgo – Your saxophone will leave 
you bloodied and without a bicycle 
towards the end of the month. As 
much as the flutes and horns tried 
to tell you, you never believed it was 
true…woodwinds always win. 
Libra –  Taking terrible fashion 
advice has left you with a fish tank 
where your torso used to be. Try 
to look at the bright side – being a 
pescatarian is actually pretty trendy 
right now. 
Scorpio – It is incredibly difficult 
to raise your kids while working to-
wards a college degree.  But if you le-
gally adopt a celebrity, such as Sting 
or Hilary Duff, single parenthood 
can be a huge obnoxious imaginary 
adventure!
Sagittarius – Try to take time to 
close your eyes and relax this month. 
It’s not as if there’s much else to do 
since you slipped into this coma af-
ter The Incident With The Lawn 
Mower In The Graveyard.
Capricorn – Finally your time has 
come, Lord Of Darkness. This Octo-
ber is the perfect time to reveal that 
you are a Yampire. You may finally 
twirl about in your cape at midnight, 
drinking the juice of yams until the 
morning light casts you back into 
your whicker coffin.  
Aquarius – Warning: Curtains.
Pisces – A pamphlet you receive 
in the mail towards the middle of 
the month will instruct you to mail 
its senders $10 to “help the pandas.” 
Don’t do it. There’s no possible way a 
panda could have sent that: are there 
claw marks on the envelope? How 
could a panda navigate the postal 
system? How do pandas even know 
where you live? What are they going 
to do with your money? Exactly. 
Horoscopes
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Women’s soccer rolls through teams 
in oregon, extend win streak to 11
The Puget Sound women’s soc-
cer team entered this season com-
ing off of their seventh consecutive 
Northwest Conference champion-
ship, but also after a disappointing 
loss in the early rounds of the Na-
tional tournament. The expecta-
tions were, as usual, sky-high for a 
program that has been a model of 
success in the conference for near-
ly a decade.
The team didn’t have much time 
to shake off any rust from the off-
season, as their second game of 
the year was in Illinois against a 
Wheaton Thunder team ranked #2 
in the country. 
The Loggers came away with a 
1-0 victory that set the tone for the 
season so far. 
“Starting with preseason, we 
played Wheaton, the number 
two team in the nation, who beat 
us two seasons ago in the Elite 
Eight,” sophomore Mikaela Free-
man (Alameda, Calif.) said. “We 
came out strong and defeated 
them, which meant a great deal to 
this team because of the past.”
That hard work starts on the 
practice field for the Loggers. “We 
constantly talk about how not let-
ting little things slide in practice 
translates to the game. We focus 
on details and keep intensity high. 
We treat practice like it’s as impor-
tant if not more important than 
games so we never let down,” ju-
nior Molly Winterrowd (Tigard, 
Ore.) said.
Despite their undefeated start to 
the season, the team remains hun-
gry for more. 
“Our coach gives us a new goal 
every single day, little things that 
lead to the big picture goal. If 
you give yourself little challenges 
along the way, it makes practices 
more fun, it makes games more 
fun and it makes the entire season 
more fun,” Winterrowd said.
see W. SOccER page 10
“We constantly talk about 
how not letting little things 
slide in practice translates 
to the game. We focus on 
details and keep intensity 
high. We treat practice like 
it’s as important if not more 
important than games so 
we never let down.”
—Junior Molly Winterrowd
By DAVID SKoLNIK
There was no doubt that the Log-
gers knew what was on the line 
when they stepped onto the court 
this weekend. For the Puget Sound 
volleyball team, this past weekend’s 
games against Linfield and George 
Fox were crucial. 
Coming into last weekend’s con-
tests, the 22nd-ranked Loggers 
found themselves lingering in the 
middle of the conference; a rather 
uncomfortable position for them 
given their unbridled success in 
Northwest Conference play last sea-
son. 
Unfortunately, the team could 
not complete the much-needed 
sweep this past weekend, dropping 
the match to the Bruins of George 
Fox after beating Linfield on Friday. 
The split leaves them muddled in 
the middle of the conference stand-
ings with other pseudo-contenders.
The results of this past weekend’s 
games were not all negative. The 
team put together a solid perfor-
mance against Linfield, never leav-
ing the outcome in question.
The three set sweep of the Wild-
cats was led by Brynn Blickenstaff 
(Eagle, Idaho), who gave a brilliant 
performance, collecting 11 kills and 
four blocks. Kalli Kamphaus (Man-
son, Wash.) also stepped up for the 
Loggers, leading the match with six 
blocks.
Against George Fox, however, 
the battle was very evenly contest-
ed until the Bruins rode a wave of 
11 straight points to victory in the 
fourth set. George Fox took the first 
set by a mere two points on a four 
kill effort by Kaitlyn Maddams. The 
Loggers quickly evened things out 
with a narrow three-point win in the 
second set, spurred by Kamphaus’ 
five kills and three blocks. 
However, the momentum began 
Volleyball inconsistent 
at mid-season mark
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Sticking Together: While facing some tough times this year, the volleyball team has still battled.
By ZACK BANKS
see VOLLEYBALL page 10
Star Power: Janece levien has led the way for the loggers.
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At times, being on the losing end 
of a contest leaves you at a cross-
road.
As a college athlete, you spend 
your entire year working toward 
the goal of having a successful sea-
son. That success is, usually, mea-
sured by the amount of wins and 
losses a team accumulates. Since 
Logger football now has fallen to 
0-4 to start out my senior year, it 
puts my teammates and I in the 
precarious position of choosing 
what to do next. 
Sometimes, even if you play your 
hardest, you don’t get the outcome 
you want. I suppose it’s the nature 
of the beast, but it’s hard to swallow 
nonetheless. The other team is do-
ing the same thing you are all year, 
so someone is going to be on the 
victorious side at the end. 
When each season of football 
ends, I reflect on what we accom-
plished and then look straight to 
how next year is shaping up. I now 
realize right in the middle of a near 
losing season that I won’t have an-
other year of football to look for-
ward to. It’s sort of bittersweet be-
cause I’m excited to move on to 
other things in my life, but I don’t 
want my lasting memory of college 
football to be of losing.
Ultimately, when my time as 
an athlete is up, I’ll have garnered 
friends, memories and a surgical-
ly-repaired knee. Some lessons that 
I’ve learned will be morals I car-
ry throughout my life. One of the 
most important things you discov-
er when you have had as many ups 
and downs as I have as a college 
athlete is that you can never give 
up, no matter how bleak things are 
looking. That’s why even though 
my team is still looking at a goose 
egg in the win column, I’ll fight for 
every victory in the last five games 
of my career.
Years from now, I’ll remember 
the wins. I’ll remember the losses as 
well, but I’ll cherish the hard times 
just as much as the good times be-
cause it made the experience spe-
cial. The losses make the wins that 
much sweeter. All the hard work 
that went into preparing my body 
and mind to succeed with my team-
mates, my best friends, will be what 
I remember the most. 
A homecoming loss to the Menlo 
College Oaks last week hurts now, 
but my life will go on. It already 
has. I’ll get ready to play the game 
against Whitworth tomorrow just 
as I would any other. I want that 
victory for my team as much as I do 
for myself, because we’re all in this 
situation together. For the seniors, 
it’s the penultimate game we’ll ever 
play wearing the maroon home jer-
seys. We’ve been through all the 
highs and lows one could imagine, 
and we’ll all try to get back on top.
Whether 0-4 or 4-0, I wouldn’t 
trade anything for what I’ve gone 
through as a part of Logger foot-
ball. While I may not know what to 
say to justify a loss, I do know that 
it’s part of the process of gaining 
perspective. My perception is that 
now, in the twilight of my career, 
the wins and losses have become 
less important than relishing what 
I have and what is soon to only be 
part of the story of one person’s ca-
reer.
Of course, I want to win above all 
else. But suiting up in maroon and 
white on a Saturday is something 
few people get to experience, so I’ll 
cherish it now before it’s gone for-
ever.
College athletics not all about wins and losses
Derailed: A loss on homecoming may sting now, but it’s all part 
of the great experience of being an athlete at Puget Sound.
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By VINCE GHIRINGHELLI “I now realize right in the 
middle of a near losing 
season that I won’t have 
another year of foootball to 
look forward to.”
in spite of overarching goal, “W” column not only measure of success
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In a season that has had many blunders and 
unhappy endings for the Logger football team, ju-
nior linebacker Tyler Vlasak (Sumner, Wash.) has 
been one of the reasons the Loggers have been so 
close in many contests.
Coming into last week’s game against the Men-
lo College Oaks, Vlasak was leading the nation in 
tackles with 48 after three games played, and has 
kept his place in the upper echelon of defensive 
players by increasing his total to 56 on the year.
Of those 56 tackles, 30 have been solo. Vlasak’s 
nose for the ball puts him in or around every play 
on defense. In addition to being a national lead-
er in tackles, Vlasak has recorded one sack, five 
tackles for a loss, one forced fumble and a fumble 
recovery and return for 19 yards.
As a freshman, Vlasak’s first start at middle 
linebacker was against Willamette on homecom-
ing. He recorded 17 tackles in that game and made 
three huge stops on fourth down to help pull out 
a 13-7 win. Since then, he has been an imposing 
presence on the Logger defense and could earn 
some serious accolades over the next two years if 
he stays healthy.
The junior English/Philosophy double major 
and 230-pound wrecking ball is a mainstay in the 
program. It’s not hard to find #27 on the field on 
Saturdays.
It has been an up-and-down 
season so far for the Puget Sound 
men’s soccer team. Following a 
season that ended with a 10-7-2 re-
cord, and a summer during which 
many members of the team stayed 
in Tacoma to train and build team 
chemistry, the hopes could not 
have been higher.
“I felt like coming into training 
camp we were the most fit team I 
have ever played for,” junior Chris 
Shaw (Coeur d’Alene, Idaho) said. 
“I expected this team to be able to 
dominate any and every team we 
played.”
After 12 games they are sitting 
on a record of 6-6 (3-3), which puts 
them in fourth place in the North-
west Conference. Yet the numbers 
can only tell part of the story for 
this season’s Loggers. The team has 
suffered two heartbreaking over-
time losses at the hands of UC San-
ta Cruz, and rival Whitworth. The 
Loggers had numerous chances to 
finish each game before overtime, 
only to see shots clang off the cross-
bar or sail just wide of the net.
To change their fortune over the 
last half of the season, the Loggers 
will need to give more help up front 
to Shaw and fellow junior Kyle Ben-
son (Mukilteo, Wash.). The defense 
can count on seniors Cole Peterson 
(Great Falls, Mont.) and Ben Cof-
fey (Mt. Vernon, Wash.) to anchor 
the back line while the emerging 
goalie tandem of senior Greg Sae-
trum (Boise, Idaho) and freshman 
Chris McDonald (Newton, Mass.) 
defend the net. If the team contin-
ues to practice and prepare with 
the effort and intensity they have 
thus far, better results on the field 
cannot be far behind.
“We are trying to take the sea-
son one day at a time. We just want 
to continue to build on the indi-
vidual and collective progress we 
have made over the past two and 
a half months. We can’t afford to 
take any steps back at this point,” 
Shaw said.
During the second half of the 
NWC schedule, Puget Sound will 
be playing for some redemption. 
After a loss nearly every other 
game, putting a complete weekend 
together will be a necessity in or-
der to come out in the top half of 
the standings. 
In a trip to the east side of the 
state, the men will have their 
chance at redemption when they 
visit Whitworth and Whitman. 
The Loggers lost to Whitworth 
1-0 in an overtime thriller in Bak-
er Stadium just a few short weeks 
ago, so they’ll undoubtedly have 
the bad taste from the loss still in 
their mouth. 
This weekend will determine 
whether or not Puget Sound will 
be sinking or swimming in the 
next few weeks. With the amount 
of talent and the effort seen from 
the Loggers each week, it wouldn’t 
be surprising at all to see a pair of 
victories. 
loss to plu all but closes door on 
postseason for men’s soccer team
“I felt like coming into 
training camp we were the 
most fit team I have ever 
played for. I expected this 
team to be able to dominate 
any and every team we 
played.”
—Junior forward Chris Shaw
By DAVID SKoLNIK
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Sunk: A 3-1 loss to PlU leaves the loggers in a jam that will be hard to resolve by season’s end.
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to slip away from the Loggers in the 
third set. The Bruins pounded out 
a 25-15 victory on the strength of 
17 kills. Puget Sound momentari-
ly showed signs of life early in the 
fourth set, but the 11 point run with-
out an answer from the Loggers left 
them out of range for a comeback. 
The Bruins coasted to a 25-16 victo-
ry and laid claim to a tie for the sec-
ond place spot with Lewis and Clark 
in the conference standings.
This past weekend may have been 
a setback for the Loggers, but don’t 
count them out yet. They sit just one 
game behind Lewis and Clark and 
George Fox in the standings with a 
5-3 conference record. 
Past national recognition could 
play a big part in the Loggers’ hopes 
for a post-season performance. It is 
becoming more and more clear that 
the Lutes of Pacific Lutheran Uni-
versity are running away with the 
Northwest Conference title, as they 
improved to 8-0 in conference play 
with a three set sweep of second- 
place Lewis and Clark last Friday. 
If they can finish strong in the last 
third of the season and capture the 
second place spot in the conference 
like last season, the team may be able 
to make their third straight appear-
ance at the NCAA Championship 
Tournament later this fall.
Needless to say, the road to the 
NCAA Championships will not be 
easy. The Loggers will face the unde-
feated Lutes again on Oct. 21 in ad-
dition to another match with Lew-
is and Clark this weekend and one 
with George Fox on Nov. 6.
If the Loggers hope to play past 
the end of the regular season, they 
cannot afford to give up an upset like 
they did to Whitworth on Oct. 3. 
The experienced core group lead-
ing the Loggers this fall has no inten-
tion of letting the season slip away. 
It is safe to say we have certainly not 
heard the last of the Puget Sound 
volleyball team in 2009.
VOLLEYBALL
cONTINUED FROM PAgE 9
Vector
This team isn’t going to get com-
placent, as they share a common 
goal of reaching levels of success 
that they still are yet to achieve.
“Our mind state as a team at this 
point is that even though we have 
seen much success this season, we 
still know that we to have to work 
hard and continue to improve-
because there is still a lot that we 
want to accomplish. Each game we 
think of new challenges to over-
come that push us to continue to 
play hard and play to our best abil-
ity each time we step on the field,” 
Freeman said.
W. SOccER
cONTINUED FROM PAgE 9
Good Times: The women’s soccer team has had much to revel 
in during what is shaping up to be a historic year for the program.
ASUPS PHOTO SERviCES/CHRiS PUTNAM
m e n ’ s  s o C C e r
The Puget Sound Trail ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
October 16, 2009
11
trailae@pugetsound.edu
Quirk 
Classics 
puts spin on 
canonical 
literature
see SEX AND LEV page 12
By DAVID LEV
&Sex Lev
Four artists based in the Pa-cific Northwest, each with their own distinct perspec-
tives, converged for a  new exhibi-
tion called “Gather Image, Fugitive 
Form” at Puget Sound’s Kittredge 
Gallery, which started Monday, Oct. 
12.
The exhibition will run through 
Nov. 14. It explores the fragile, fleet-
ing nature of abstract forms and 
plays with viewers’ expectations by 
presenting images that are not al-
ways easy to distinguish. 
The result is an interest-
ing statement about abstraction. 
Award-winning artist Eric Elliott’s 
work, featured in “Gather Image, 
Fugitive Form,” is fitting of this 
theme. It aims to create a “sense of 
unity” and oneness by casting famil-
iar objects in his paintings and then 
veiling them in obscurity. His thick 
textures and subdued, grayish pal-
ette work in tandem to achieve this 
effect.
Elliott received his B.A. from the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
and his M.F.A. from the University 
of Washington.
“I am interested in the illusions 
and contradictions of perception, 
and how they relate to the illusions 
and contradictions of painting. I am 
exploring the gray area between ob-
jects and the spaces that surround 
them, and the gray area that is the 
difference between knowing (or not 
knowing) and seeing,” Elliott said in 
City Arts Magazine. 
Helen O’Toole is a prolific artist 
from Ireland whose work is imbued 
with a similar inclination toward 
vagueness. She shies away from 
clear outlines in favor of dim, soft 
atmospheres. In some of her paint-
ings, she starts with a figure and 
blurs it out almost completely. Her 
paintings also blur and blend colors 
to create a haze. 
O’Toole is currently the Associate 
Professor of Painting at the Univer-
sity of Washington. Her art has been 
featured in solo exhibitions in sev-
eral cities.
On her website, Danila Rumold 
describes her work as “hovering be-
tween form and formlessness, rep-
resentation and abstraction.” 
Indeed, Rumold’s paintings are 
subtly evocative of organic forms 
and patterns. Colors set the tone 
of each work, and she often experi-
ments with texture to add depth to 
her paintings. 
Rumold graduated with a B.A. 
from DePaul University in Chica-
go and received her M.F.A. from the 
University of Washington. 
Mary Ann Peters is an artist from 
Seattle whose inspirations run the 
gamut from politics to architecture. 
She was the board president of the 
National Campaign for Freedom of 
Expression from 1993 to 2000. 
Her works are intriguing, dream-
like compositions characterized by 
soft washes of color and fuzzy, or-
ganic forms and lines, evoking fad-
ed memories or emotions. 
All four artists were present for 
the opening reception of “Gather 
Image, Fugitive Form” on Wednes-
day, Oct. 14. Each will also speak 
about his or her work at Kittredge 
Gallery over the course of the exhi-
bition’s run.
“Gather Image, Fugitive Form” is 
in Kittredge Hall, at the corner of 
15th and Lawrence. It is open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays and 
from noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
By JULIANNE BELL
Kittredge exhibit explores abstract form
Form: Artists Elliott, O’Toole, Peters and Rumold have work displayed on campus. Their common 
interest is an exploration of perspective, as evidenced by these thought-provoking abstract paintings. 
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Quirk Classics might be onto 
something. This division of 
Quirk Books, the publishers of 
the various “Worst Case Scenar-
io” books, among others, spe-
cializes in taking old books that 
have fallen out of copyright and 
sprucing them up by adding new 
material. 
So far Quirk Classics has two 
books out, both adaptations of 
Jane Austen novels: “Pride and 
Prejudice and Zombies” and 
“Sense and Sensibility and Sea 
Monsters.” 
I am less familiar with the 
source material for “Sea Mon-
sters” than for “Zombies,” so it is 
harder to judge exactly what Ben 
H. Winters (the co-author with 
Austen) has done. There is some 
question as to whether these ad-
aptations can stand alone.
“Sea Monsters” follows three 
sisters and their mother, who are 
cheated out of their inheritance 
and have to take up residence at 
Barton Cottage, a house on the 
lands of the mother’s cousin, Sir 
John. The main difference here is 
that while the cottage in the orig-
inal was in the Devonshire coun-
tryside, in “Sea Monsters” it is on 
a storm-ravaged isle, surrounded 
by the titular creatures. 
In the world created in the 
novel, something called the “al-
teration” has occurred, causing 
all sea creatures to become huge 
and hostile to humanity.
One of the suitors of mid-
dle daughter Marianne, Colonel 
Brandon, has a face full of ten-
tacles (the result of a sea witch’s 
curse), making it understand-
able why Marianne wouldn’t fa-
vor him. 
Andrew McMahon, frontman 
for the alternative rock band Jack’s 
Mannequin and former lead singer 
for retired band Something Corpo-
rate, has yet another thing to add to 
his resume: leukemia survivor.  
“Dear Jack,” a documentary about 
McMahon’s battle with acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia, will be released 
on Nov. 3. 
The documentary’s footage was 
mostly shot by McMahon himself. It 
will include raw footage of McMa-
hon’s treatment, which included ra-
diation and chemotherapy in prepa-
ration for a bone marrow transplant, 
as well as flashes of McMahon’s 
childhood and the making of the 
Jack’s Mannequin album.   
“I did really heavy, high doses of 
chemotherapy that just kills every-
thing in your body and then sort of 
brings you back to life. I got that re-
ally specialized ass kicking from the 
docs, because that’s what you have 
to do to prepare for the transplant,” 
said McMahon in an interview on 
Absolutepunk.net.  
The film, directed by Corey Moss 
and Josh Morrisroe, will be narrated 
by Tommy Lee.
“[Tommy Lee] was sort of a big 
part of that period of time in my life. 
In some ways I think he represent-
ed a symbol of that period of time,” 
McMahon said. “Tommy Lee is like 
our Morgan Freeman. He’s the dude 
who will hopefully bring a little bit 
of celebrity in the story.”  
In addition to this film, McMa-
hon has been involved in other ef-
forts toward the fight against Leuke-
mia.  In July 2006, he founded the 
Dear Jack Foundation, a non-
profit charitable organization dedi-
cated to funding cancer research.  
“We’ve been able to fund a lot 
of big research. We’ve raised about 
$200,000 if not more than that at 
this point, going towards various re-
search projects. Our goal is to con-
tinue to fund that research, and help 
supporting doctors, so they can find 
cures,” McMahon said. “I feel really 
proud to do my part.”
Although McMahon shies away 
from being labeled an authority on 
leukemia, he does admit that it has 
influenced his outlook.  
“You never know what’s coming 
for you. I don’t say that to instill any 
sort of paranoia, but the point be-
ing, you don’t know that you might 
not wake up tomorrow,” McMahon 
said. “Live a life that you’re psyched 
on. Know that it’s not always going 
to be around, so you might as well 
enjoy yourself. Try to be present in 
the moment, because the past and 
the future really don’t exist.”
With improved health, McMahon 
is back on the road doing an acous-
tic solo tour in select cities. 
When asked about a possible Some-
thing Corporate reunion  in the future, 
McMahon said that there is nothing 
scheduled but did admit that since all 
previous members of Something Cor-
porate  maintain a  close friendship, 
the idea of getting together to  play a 
few shows is not far-fetched. 
“If people want to see Something 
Corporate and check out a few shows, 
I think it is highly possible,” McMahon 
said.
viewer expectations pushed by ‘Gather image, Fugitive Form’
rocker’s cancer battle documented in ‘Dear Jack’
By JENNy TATE
Survivor: After a struggle with leukemia, alt-rocker Andrew McMahon is on the road for a solo tour. 
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read more:
www.jacksmannequin.com 
Most Puget Sound students would tell you that Tar-get, perfectly situated just 
down Union, is an ideal place for 
college students to shop. But not all 
students take advantage of the won-
derful shops and boutiques located 
on 6th Avenue. 
Four prominent stores on 6th 
Ave. are The Wedding Bell, The 
Bead Factory, Krazy Kat Fiberhaus 
and Vixens: House of Shoes and Ap-
parel. 
The Wedding Bell, as the name 
suggests, is a wedding boutique lo-
cated at 2194 6th Ave. The boutique 
has a wide array of wedding gowns, 
featuring everything from the popu-
lar princess gowns to less expensive 
“destination” dresses.
While primarily focusing on wed-
ding dresses, the store has started 
to carry special occasion dresses as 
well. These dresses are perfect for 
formals and other special occasions. 
The new addition to the merchan-
dise has brought more college stu-
dents into the store. 
In addition to gowns, The Wed-
ding Bell also carries accessories. 
This adorable boutique is entertain-
ing, whether you are interested in 
purchasing accessories, a dress or 
are simply browsing.  
Vixens: House of Shoes and Ap-
parel, located just down the street 
from The Wedding Bell, has a com-
pletely different feel. This trendy 
shop, formerly known as The Shoe 
Show, is much smaller and carries 
an eclectic variety of shoes, clothing 
and accessories. 
Popular items include animal 
print clothing, statement jewelry 
and funky bags.  Currently, the store 
also features Halloween costumes. 
While there is not a wide selec-
tion at Vixens, the trendy clothing 
and low prices make this boutique a 
worthwhile stop.  
6th Ave. is also home to two craft 
stores: The Bead Factory and Krazy 
Kat Fiberhaus. 
The Bead Factory has a large se-
lection of jewelry-making supplies 
and allows customers to create piec-
es of jewelry right in the store.  It 
also offers a variety of classes on 
jewelry-making techniques.  
Classes range from $30 to $100 
and cover basic skills as well as more 
advanced techniques. Popular items 
are statement jewelry that have the 
ability to amp up a wardrobe with-
out costing too much money. 
The Bead Factory is a great place 
for groups to sit and make jewelry, 
offering space to relax from heavy 
workloads or make gifts for special 
occasions. 
Located right next door is Krazy 
Kat Fiberhaus, a needlework craft 
store where students can come to re-
lax for a few hours. The craft options 
range from needlepoint to cross-
stitching, including both traditional 
and modern patterns. 
Like The Bead Factory, Krazy Kat 
Fiberhaus also offers classes at both 
basic and advanced levels.
6th Ave. offers a wide array of 
shops catering to a variety of stu-
dent needs. Be it clothing, shoes, 
crafts or even wedding dresses, the 
shops on 6th Ave. can provide hours 
of entertainment for the students of 
Puget Sound.
Theatre Northwest, a new local act-
ing group, is presenting Tennessee 
Williams’ “A Streetcar Named De-
sire,” at The Broadway Center for the 
Performing Arts. I attended open-
ing night, but it was so polished one 
would have thought they had been 
performing for months. 
I am glad that Theatre Northwest’s 
production, directed by Rod Pilloud, 
was my first experience with this tre-
mendous play—the acting roles are 
difficult, and every actor in this play 
was up to the challenge.
“A Streetcar Named Desire” cen-
ters around three main characters. 
Blanche DuBois (played by Connie 
Murray) leaves her teaching job and 
home in Mississippi under suspicious 
circumstances to live with her sister 
Stella (Emilie Rommel Shimkus) and 
Stella’s husband Stanley (Shawn Law) 
in New Orleans.  
Blanche is a lovable hypocrite who 
enjoys alcohol and flirting with near-
ly every man she comes into contact 
with. She imagines herself a refined 
Southern Belle. Murray captures each 
facet of Blanche’s personality beauti-
fully.
Blanche and the “unrefined” Stan-
ley immediately dislike each other, 
and Stella finds herself caught in the 
middle between her sister and hus-
band.
The conclusion is shocking, and 
could have been unbelievable with 
a less-qualified actress taking the 
lead, but Murray shows us enough 
of Blanche’s darker side to make the 
ending plausible yet unexpected. It 
is a difficult, juicy role and Murray is 
more than competent.
Shimkus (who plays Stella) han-
dles her role capably as the more ma-
ture sister, blinded by love. In her 
moments of conflict she is especially 
compelling, and it is her plight as well 
as Blanche’s to which we are sympa-
thetic.
I could not imagine anyone playing 
Stanley better than Law does (admit-
tedly, I have never seen the highly-ac-
claimed film adaptation with Marlon 
Brando).
As a “Streetcar” novice, I found 
the character funny and charming 
in his first few scenes. Law’s Stanley 
becomes increasingly unlikable and 
more interesting, and the first time 
the character is violent comes as both 
a shock and the peak I was afraid 
might be coming. 
It would be easy to let Stanley be 
simply a villain, but Law gives him 
a kinder side—he even has power-
ful moments of repentance. Stanley’s 
personable moments, and the obvi-
ous love he has for Stella, help justi-
fy how she could stay with him, even 
when he is at his most reprehensible. 
During scene changes, Pilloud uses 
both ensemble members and a pair 
of dancers to help pass the time. I 
thought utilizing the ensemble was a 
smart idea, as they were both interest-
ing and helped to set the time period 
and setting. 
Although their connection to the 
story was unclear, the pair of dancers, 
Alissa Dill and Blake Yorek, were in-
credibly talented, and their dancing 
was beautiful (as was the choreogra-
phy by Chris Nardine).
Theatre Northwest’s “A Street-
car Named Desire” is superb. The set 
(designed by Greg Carr), the won-
derful and appropriate costumes 
(credited to Sarah Mosher), the di-
recting, the acting—no detail was 
ignored. Take this opportunity to 
see an American classic done right. 
Broadway’s ‘Streetcar’ performance leaves no detail ignored 
By KRISTA CURRy
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By MELANIE REIFF
tiCKet s:
Fridays and Saturdays until Oct. 25  
at 7:30 p.m.
Students/Professors: $10
General: $29-$39
However, there is also a scene 
where two characters have a 
very Austen-esque conversation 
about relationships and society 
while fighting off a sea monster, 
which is ridiculous. 
The book is not helped by its 
illustrations, which appear every 
few chapters and seem too car-
toony. 
Sometimes the alterations in 
the plot are funny. Sir John’s wife 
is now a Polynesian princess that 
he kidnapped on a sea voyage, 
and her hatred of him is blatantly 
obvious but never acknowledged 
by the polite British characters. 
Also amusing is a subplot 
where the youngest daughter is 
adamant that a mysterious Love-
craftian cult haunts the island, 
and as the book goes on, it be-
comes evident that she might be 
right. But many of the alterations 
seem gratuitous. 
I have not read “Zombies,” and 
my issues with “Sea Monsters” 
might not extend to that book; 
zombies are well-established in 
our cultural mindset, especially 
with their recent takeover of pop 
culture. It might be interesting 
to see what happens when zom-
bies are dropped into the world 
of Jane Austen. 
With “Sea Monsters,” it is un-
clear as to what Winters is try-
ing to do. Getting attacked by gi-
ant lobsters is less of a trope than 
getting attacked by zombies, 
making it hard to take the story 
seriously.
Nevertheless, the concept is 
intriguing, and adding horror el-
ements to a Regency novel makes 
for an interesting anti-imperial-
ist critique.  
Ultimately, “Sea Monsters” did 
hold my interest, so I’m certain-
ly going to read “Zombies” when 
I have the time. I look forward 
to the next Quirk Classics book, 
whatever it may be.  
Check out Quirk Classics if 
the titles intrigue you, but be 
aware that you might get a bit of 
a mixed bag. 
Fashion: Tucked away in the North End, The Wedding Bell 
offers a wide selection of formal dresses and accessories. 
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